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Board of Assessors Meeting Minutes 

June 12, 2019 

 

Bernice Melton, Vice-Chairman, called the Barrow County Board of Assessors to order on June 12, 2019 

at 9:00 a.m.  Present for the meeting were Board members W.H. Kemp, Beth Buchanan, Kenneth 

Lumpkin and Secretary, Kim Hoopaugh.  Don Elrod, Chief Appraiser, also attended the meeting. William 

Hockaday, Chairman was not in attendance.     

 

Bernice Melton made a motion to approve the May 8, 2019 minutes as written.  All Board members 

agreed. 

 

There were no appointments or additions to the Agenda for this month’s meeting. 

 

Terah Palmer, Conservation Specialist submitted a list of Conservation Use Continuations for the Board’s 

approval.  Kenneth Lumpkin made a motion to approve all on this list.  Beth Buchanan seconded the 

motion and W.H. Kemp agreed making the decision unanimous.  This list is attached to the minutes.  

 

Terah Palmer submitted a list of Conservation Use New and Renewals for the Boards approval.  Beth 

Buchanan made a motion to approve the New and Renewal List as recommended.  W.H. Kemp seconded 

the motion and Kenneth Lumpkin agreed, making the decision unanimous.  This list is attached to the 

minutes.   

 

Joey Cofer, Assistant Chief Appraiser submitted an Exempt Property Application for XX051-088 in the 

name of St. Matthews Catholic Church.  Joey physically inspected the property and it was his opinion that 

it met the requirements set forth in O.C.G.A. 48-5-41.  W.H. Kemp motioned to approve parcel XX051-

088 for tax exemption.  Kenneth Lumpkin seconded the motion and Beth Buchanan agreed, making the 

decision unanimous. A letter will be sent to St. Matthews Catholic Church regarding the Board’s 

decision. 

 

The Board reviewed a letter submitted by George Donald Pennington on behalf of his mother Agnes 

Pennington.  H.H. Pennington was Agnes’ husband who passed away in 2017.  At the time of his passing 

the property identified as parcel WN19D-201 was only listed in his name according to a warranty deed.  

Mr. Pennington’s homestead exemptions were removed in 2019 due to his death.  The property was 

probated but did not change into his wife Agnes Pennington’s name until February 2019.  Therefore, she 

would not be eligible for any homestead exemptions until 2020.  The letter asked the Board to consider 

reinstating the homestead exemption for 2019 even though H.H. Pennington was deceased and it wasn’t 

in Agnes Pennington’s name.  After a brief discussion, Beth Buchanan motioned that the Board did not 

have the authority to overturn what is Georgia Law.  Kenneth Lumpkin seconded the motion and W.H. 

Kemp agreed, making the decision unanimous.  A letter will be sent to George Donald Pennington 

regarding the Board’s decision. 
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Don provided the Board with the Sales Ratio Study for 2019.  The overall ratio was 38.13. 

 

Don had William Hockaday sign the Digest submission forms as required by Department of Revenue.  

Beth Buchanan made a motion that the Board approve those forms.  Kenneth Lumpkin seconded the 

motion and W.H. Kemp agreed making the decision unanimous. 

 

Don Elrod gave an office update on several different topics: 

 There were a total of 337 property appeals received. 

 Traylor Business Services completed the last of the cell tower audits.  $855,085 outstanding taxes 

to be collected, $452,145 was for cell towers alone. 

 Don submitted his resignation to the Board of Assessors.  Beth Buchanan was going to check with 

the Department of Revenue to see if it were possible for him to continue as the Chief Appraiser 

but work from home 3 days and come into the office 2 days per week.  Don said he would 

consider this option if allowed by the Department of Revenue. 

 

The list of Homestead Applications were reviewed and approved by the Board.  Bernice Melton, Vice-

Chairman, signed off on the list.  The list is attached to the minutes. 

 

The ACO’s for the month of May 2019 were reviewed and approved by the Board.  Bernice Melton, 

Vice-Chairman signed off on this list.  This list is attached to the minutes.  A copy will be sent to Danielle 

Austin, Secretary to the Board of Commissioners for entry into their official records. 

 

Vehicle Appeals for the month of May 2019 were reviewed and approved by the Board.  Bernice Melton, 

Vice-Chairman signed off on the list.  The list is attached to the minutes. 

 

Beth Buchanan made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 9:45 a.m.  All Board members agreed. 

 

 

__________________________ 

W. H. Kemp 
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Bernice Melton, Vice Chairman 
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William Hockaday, Chairman 

 

 

 


